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Forword

It was decided on since the ancient ages. For humans there cannot be despair.
We humans often are deceived by hope, however, while we have been also
deceived by the idea on despair. I shall tell you frankly. Pushed to fall down
to the bottom of unhappiness to go tumbling around, humans will sometime
find out a thread of hope. It has been a fact established by the gods of Mount
Olimpus, since the Pandora casket.

Our ship for a new age has already sailed out and will have smooth sailing
on the sea, leaving the people behind on the shores. They make speeches on
optimism or pessimism, to show us their special spirits, sometimes perking
up their shoulders. (Extracted from Osamu Dazai, Pandora Casket)

The day has come
To hoist sails!
Putting everything
Into Pandora casket
We are ready to start
Noriko Mizusaki
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Opening Poems
Uwe Walter (Japan/ Germany)
<Haiku>

T HO  RHOT JEHAEE KT S
under the boot of
returning ex-combatant
a knotweed bud longs for the sun

HWEIEO LR E AT T FORR
®F 25T =FA YO
on the gonami pass
the german goddess Eostre dances
on a cultural exchange program

TeWR&ans IR TR EORDH <
With the sound of a shakuhachi
I walk up the pass
through a misty veil
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Takatoshi Akita (Japan / Chiba)

Charity at the Corner of the Street

“Nothing is so dear as me!” saying they

They pursue for the satisfied life with the best
Selection of clothes and foods and dwellings as they like
I was thinking so of them

But at the corner of the street

Boys and girls raise their voices high

For the one yen campaign to collect funds to aid
The Nepali people who suffered the great damages
By the last earthquakes

As if with golden wings and silver wings

They go fluttering in all the directions

Just like taking best cares of them

Just like thinking of them

They nourished the cares and sympathy to others

When they knew the sad damages in Nepal

On TV or in the newspaper or

From someone who told it to them

Though they have not been to Nepal

They hold up the small funding box in their smaller hands
Even on Sundays in spite of their special days

Full of sun rays are collected on the glow of their cheeks
The sun nods and air holds them

Travelling winds smile to them

Though we cannot measure out

Their tenderness of hearts with thermometers

Their kindness with weighing machines

Their depth of love with scales

The warmth and heaviness and depth of their human love
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Might wrap the round globe which will turn blue and clear

Some people stop to encourage them

They return thanks to them in a kind of shyness
I rejoice to know the citizens are growing larger
Who can share pain and rejoice with others

At the corner of the street: here in Japan

* Translator’s Note: Mr. Akita has been engaged in the UNESCO activities for Aiding

Asians.
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Nobuo Akiba (Japan / Chiba)

The Place You Don’t Go

I threw my cigarette into your drain

You threw my little pet under the rain
Turtles are standing there nobody knows
People is hanging air somebody shows
God bless you, true

You’ll find a few

The moment you’ll flow

To the place you don’t go

One dog is just walking there with his lord
One cat is stalking mares right with his sword
Horses are biting fare tips by their teeth
Sweet pigs are hiding hair by hands beneath
God bless you, true

You’ll find a few

The moment you’ll flow

To the place you don’t go

The oxen are eating for something else

The cows are beating someone without health
There are too many birds yes in your train

So they are strange creatures that’s called red crane
God bless you, true

You’ll find a few

The moment you’ll flow

To the place you don’t go

The moment you’ll flow

To the place you don’t know
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Germain Droogenbroodt (Belgium / Euro)

HOPA =1
Three Spring Haiku

Fragrance of plum blossoms
suddenly appears the sun
tracing a mountain path

A second life
I would like to live
as cherry blossom

Long conversations
along blooming irises
joy at the roadside
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