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Peter Aprikott (Japan/ Chiba)

Wedding Procession for a Fox

Round and round, lovely round, full tide and full moon.
a fox is leading a wedding procession.

Two bridal ears both pointed and wise,

hidden deftly inside the bridal hood.

Even the whiskers on the wily guests’ cheeks,

seem to reflect the moonlight’s shadows.

Round and round, lovely round, fulll tide and full moon.

oh please hear my wish and grant it for me.
Listen to the kindness I hide in my breast,

oh Mr. Jizo* sitting on the edge of the village.
Hold me against your breast so broad,

the great heads of rice, they rustle together,
the golden colour of a fried beancurd cake.
My legs may be fleshier than you expect,

but 1will close my eyes up tight,

And you can make free of me for just tonight,
our one and only nuptial night.

Round and round lovely round, full tide and full moon.
please smile on me and forgive this one night,

my dearest darling, dearest husband.

* A ‘jizo’ is a guardian deity of children, and small statues of them can often be seen

along roadsides, or dotted amongst urban dwellings.
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Ryugen Sai (Japan/ Tokyo)

Eye in the Sky

I am a shrine maiden forsaken,

So my hands look pale.

I am a woman who never have got married,

My veins turned to a river circulating through the world.

It happened long ago.

Wars, numberless wars, which were recorded down in our history,
They continued to rape me. So my children I gave births to,
Violated cities, towns, villages, and grass fields,

Also in wars, they destroyed.

Military boots trampled on my shoulders,

Incendiaries scorched my hair,

Defoliants festered my heart,

Atomic bombs vapored me in an instant.

All the books that recorded me, were all burned by war fires,
So nowhere I exist in the world, except for my rumors,
Which were very often referred to by people’s chats.
Sometime I was supposed to be a statue,

Sometime my figure was inscribed in earthenware pots.
Out of my breasts sprouted up wheat,

Out of my secret place grew up rice plants,

Between my lips did wine overflow,

I was an orchard, myself.

I was a whole view of the landscape you could see through,
From every window of skyscrapers: not a part.

But I was a vanishing point.
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From the spot where I vanished,

The first mother on the earth was born.

She was hairy and struggled to stand up with her two legs,
She died, praying for happiness of her family.

I was satisfied with her. She was modest.

She was tender. I was proud of her.

Green is the mother earth in Africa,

There I grew up into a tree.

Birds were flying, skimming just over my crown,

They sang songs in my praise,

Animals were sleeping at my roots,

They gave me so much rejoice.

But I am really a woman who lost my sons,

By the holocausts, or in refugee camps.

I am a woman who shall not stop looking for my sons.

I had never got married, So, to me,

The ones who have been born in this world are all my sons:
The boys who play turning globe miniatures,

Street children, young soldiers who lost their legs by mines,
An old man who was run over by the tank, and homeless men: all.
If I am not a dry leaf,

I shall be the earth.

If I am not a seashell,

I shall be the sea.

I am not given a name yet,

I was born to this world for sure.

The earth has my footprints,

The sea coast has my sand castle I constructed.

I am a life, forever.

If I am not a bird,
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I shall be a sky, spreading endless.

Look! There, you can see the eye reflecting me.

(Translator: Noriko Mizusaki)
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Hiromasa Hayashi (Japan/ Tokyo)
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From The Setting Sun in Holmsk *

B9 % b« SR OIKR
My Town Burning : Nostalgia in My Boyhood

AHENZHHUIE LR RO 2 b RN D 120D
The military shoes heavy for a boy: I walked,
Back looking at my town in flames burned.

TEOHZ SAHEES DL DZ NGO TOAEEITY
I walked on with hearing booming of guns,

Loud called brethren each to each the names.

§ 7]‘ > >
OB ORZENR % Ge T ) DOBED WIF &b il 2§
The sky above my town got dyed in red,
Farther I was away the guns did not end.

[ESTT . L. o
BED W <D R OIRESEDOREDEIRZIE ) DOIZEL
The town I parted from in flames red

At night, a birch the-shadow looked weird.

(Translator: Noriko Mizusaki)

® FRERE - ) v (BER) ofFon v 7 4. HAGEAIZER .
* Translator’s Note: It is a Russian name of a town in Sakhalin. The Japanese call it

Maoka in Karafuto, where once they lived..
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AKkira Iwai (Japan/ Gifu)

Fluorescent Light

Hanging down from the ceiling,
A string of a fluorescent light.
Pulling down it, groping for it,
My father lights it on and off,
Which he repeats many times.
He cannot see any more,

He suffered from diabetes for long.
He pulls the string,

It takes some time to light,
When his life seems to vanish.
Between light and darkness.

Between life and death.

He tries to say something with all efforts.

I put my ear down closest to his mouth,
I cannot hear no more,

What he wants to say.

In two days,
He passed away.
Leaving to me,

A puzzle, for my homework.

(Translator: Noriko Mizusaki)
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